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FIRST EVER BIODIVERSITY FILM FESTIVAL AND FORUM IN KOLKATA FROM DECEMBER 03-07, 2012
10,000 participants, 30 films, 13 partners, 8 venues, 1 platform

· Hon’ble Minister-In-Charge, PWD and Environment Department Govt of West Bengal, Shri Sudarsan Ghosh Dastidar to be a part of the festivities
· Felicitation of Green Ambassadors  
Kolkata, November 30, 2012: CMS Environment and Department of Environment, Govt of West Bengal are organising the first ever Biodiversity Film Festival and Forum in Kolkata from December 3 - 7, 2012 (Monday – Friday). The multi-partner initiative is being organised along with several prominent organisations from the centre and the state which includes:

· Ministry of Environment and Forests: India Principal Partner

· LIC India: India Associate Partner

· Department of Environment, Govt of West Bengal: In Association With
· West Bengal Pollution Control Board, West Bengal Biodiversity Board: Programme Partners
· ASTA Media Management Pvt Ltd: Organising Partner

· Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute: Knowledge Partner

· Kolkata Surendranath College; Loretto Dey School, Lady Brabourne College, Ashok Hall Girls Higher Secondary School, Herambachandra College: Environmental Education Partners
The biodiversity film festival and forum will showcase best of biodiversity films in addition to a host of activities including a panel discussion on challenges to biodiversity from climate change and open forums. University, colleges, schools, NANDAN, West Bengal Pollution Control Board are some of the prominent venues where the programmes will be held. The theme of Kolkata CMS VATAVARAN 2012 is “Biodiversity Conservation” and is in sync with India hosting the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 11th Conference of Parties (CoP11) in October 2012 in Hyderabad.

“Kolkata CMS VATAVARAN is a people’s festival on biodiversity to enhance understanding, appreciation and shift in attitudes on the natural world and its conservation through films and biodiversity forums” says Alka Tomar, Festival Director. 
On this occasion Prof B K Dutta, Chairman, West Bengal Pollution Control Board  appreciated CMS VATAVARN for selecting Kolkata as its travelling film festival city. He said “festivals like CMS VATAVARAN encourages us to think about film as a potentially strong medium to communicate with the society”. 
INAUGURAL CEREMONY, 05:00 pm onwards, December 03, 2012 (Monday) at the prestigious cultural hub, Nandan, Kolkata.
The five-day long festival (December 03-07, 2012) is all set to open with a glittering inaugural ceremony on December 03 (Monday) evening. Hon’ble Minister-In-Charge, PWD and Environment Department Govt of West Bengal, Shri Sudarsan Ghosh Dastidar will declare the film festival open. The main highlights of the opening ceremony of biodiversity film festival and forum are: 
· Felicitation of Green Ambassadors: Three to Five Green Ambassadors from West Bengal will be facilitated in the inaugural programme 
· Screening of inaugural film:  Images of Development|  00:25:00 | English &  Bengali |  Pramod Gupta 
Other Highlights of the Festival!
December 03-07, 2012
SCREENING OF INDIAN AND INTERNATIONAL FILMS

It's going to be an eventful journey during the course of these fun filled five days that would take the people into the diverse geographical realms of our planet, through the lens of some of the finest environment and wildlife filmmakers. A total of 30 films will be screened across 8 venues during the festival including schools, colleges, West Bengal Pollution Control Board, etc.
December 05, 2012 (Wednesday)
Panel Discussion on Challenges to Biodiversity of West Bengal from Climate Change
Venue: West Bengal Pollution Control Board, Auditorium
Time: 02:30 pm - 04:00 pm
The panel discussion forum being organised by the CMS Environment in collaboration with West Bengal Pollution Control Board aims to synthesize the latest knowledge on the subject of biodiversity and climate change. The discourse will be to assess the possible impacts of climate change on the biodiversity in the state of West Bengal. It will also reflect on the possible measures of mitigation envisaged and implemented by the planners, policy makers, government departments and others.
ABOUT CMS VATAVARAN 
Initiated in the year 2002 by CMS,  CMS VATAVARAN – India’s premier environment and wildlife film festival and forum is aimed towards enhancing understanding, appreciation and shift in attitudes towards the natural world  and  to  increase  space  for  environmental  issues  in  mass  media  and  evolve  a nationwide environment outreach framework. The festival  reaches out  to  people from  all  walks  of  life  including  filmmakers, civil  society groups, government organizations, environmentalists, researchers, conservationists, policy makers, activists, public and private sector organisations and students of all ages and is recognised as a calendar event amongst filmmakers, environment, wildlife and conservation sector. Its unique twin track approach of organising competitive and traveling film festivals and environment forum has positioned it as one of the most prestigious film festivals across the globe. Till today 38 travelling festivals have been organised in 27 cities of India. The 2010 travelling festival saw the participation of more than 95,000 people in 8 cities of the country. 

For more information contact: 

Priya Verma Talwar | Festival Coordinator, CMS - Environment 

CMS, RESEARCH HOUSE, Saket Community Centre, New Delhi – 110017, India 
M: +91 9899979165 | P: +91 11 26864020 (Ext. 222) | E: priya@cmsindia.org  www.cmsvatavaran.org
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